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Church believes that those who have
" rejected the Lord’s command and are
still living in this state will be able to
obtain from God the grace of confession
and salvation provided that they have
perserved in prayer and in penance.

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY IN
THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Marriage in Church is not just a
ceremony taking place in the building.
The home which results from marriage is
the Church in miniature. The family isthe
domestic church.

Parents remain and always will remain
the first and the most important teachers
of the faith to their children, (Handingon
the faith in the home). The family must
therefore keep growing in faith in order
to hand on the faith to the next
generation.

““Unless there is prayer in the home
even the beautiful forms of school prayer
will be dropped when school days are
over’” — Handing on the Faith in the
Home No. 7.

SEXUALITY AND HOLINESS

Sacramental marriage is a sexuaf as well
as a spiritual union. It is spiritual not in
spite of being sexual but in and through
its sexual expression. Sexuality in
marriage becomes a source of grace and
means af holiness. Sexual union fosters
love and love is from God. It can be a call

to prayer, to praise of God, to
thanksgiving.
Married couples have a special
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vocation, following directly from their
special sacrament. They are called to “‘be
the Church”. By their love for one
another they say to the world: “This is
what God’s love ‘means: this is how
Christ loves the world.”’

Some have come to feel that marriage
stunts personal growth. This must be

shown not to be true. There must be all

round growth of each partner as a person
as well as of the couple as couple.

SINGLE PERSONS AND WIDOWS

.Great though the vocation of married
people in the Church is it must not be’

forgotten that each person has a special
vocation from God. Widows need
special care and support from the
Christian community. Single people too
make “’a great contribution towards the
holiness and. apostolic life of the
Church” (L) No. 4).

In conclusion we make the words of
John Paul addressed to Irish families in
Limerick our own:

"May the lrish always support
marriage through personal commitment

- and through positive social and legal

action.” _

The New Testament describes Our
Lord’s Second Coming as an eternal
wedding feast. Married couples will have
a privileged place there. We greet and
we bless all married couples in the words
of St Paul:

"We wish you happiness; try to grow
perfect, help dne another. Be united, live
in peace and the God of love and peace
will be with you.” (2 Cor. 13 11).



