


Reflection on Jubilee of Prisoners 2025 on the 3rd Sunday of Advent Year A.
The theme of our Jubilee of Hope 2025 is “Pilgrims of Hope” and it includes the Jubilee for Prisoners.  Our late Holy Father Pope Francis specifically invited those in prison to look to the future with hope, hence, we celebrate the Jubilee of Prisoners on Sunday, December 14th 2025, the 3rd Sunday of Advent; our season of Hope in preparation for Christmas.
Arriving at the Rebibbia New Complex Prison in Rome, on December 26th 2024, Pope Francis spoke about the importance of opening the Door there.  In front of the prison's chapel, the Church of Our Father, he explained that he wanted everyone to "have the opportunity to fling open the doors to their hearts and to understand that hope never disappoints" (Rom. 5:5).  In order to offer prisoners a concrete sign of closeness, Pope Francis stated. “I would myself like to open a Holy Door in a prison, as a sign inviting those in prison to look to the future with hope and a renewed sense of confidence.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Pope Francis, "Hope Does Not Disappoint," Bull of Indiction of the Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025.] 

In our Gospel of today, we meet John the Baptist, confined to prison.  No doubt, his spirts were raised when he heard that Jesus had come among us to proclaim God’s love for us and especially, for the suffering.  Our prayer on this Jubilee of Prisoners, is that [you] they may be renewed in [your] their hope in God.  We want to reassure [you] them that [you] they are not forgotten.  As [you] they share the plight of John the Baptist, we pray that [you] they too discover their potential to become messengers for good.  Indeed, as Jesus described John the Baptist as ‘the greatest amongst all who have been born’, so [you] they too, can share in His hope expressed as “And I tell you, everyone in the kingdom of heaven, will be greater still.”
That is God’s plan for each one of us.  All of us, arising from our shared dignity as children of God and members of the Body of Christ, are called to make whole all people, including those impacted by crime and the prison system.  It means offering support to those affected by crime and encouraging restorative practices for those who have committed crimes.  In doing so, we give expression to God’s love for each person. Fr Greg Boyle SJ, who is responsible for the creation of Homeboy Industries[footnoteRef:2], tells of how his mother on her last days of life woke up on several occasions to her family saying “You’re here! You’re here!”.    Fr Greg states that it is the same with how he imagines that God sees each one of us, “You’re here! You’re here!”  Reflecting on Fr Greg Boyle’s, story, Rita Buettner[footnoteRef:3] invites us to reflect on the gift of God’s greeting to us and calls us to greet each other in the same way.  Our challenge is to celebrate the Jubilee of Prisoners in the same spirit. [2:  A rehabilitation programme for gang members in Los Angeles and who may have served time in prison.]  [3:  Catholic Review, October 26th 2025.] 

Despite the harm someone has caused or suffered, every person has indelible dignity and should be treated as such.  We are called to be in right relationship with each other, rather than rely solely on rules.  In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis writes, “Justice is properly sought solely out of love of justice itself, out of respect for the victims, as a means of preventing new crimes and protecting the common good, not as an alleged outlet for personal anger.” (no. 252)
Of course, the person who caused harm must take responsibility for their actions, express regret, make compensation and genuinely try to live a better life.  That requirement of accountability is necessary as it is to care for and enable the healing of those hurt by crime.   That hurt was addressed in the Jubilee of Consolation for those suffering pain and affliction, due to illness, bereavement, violence or abuse and included those who are the victims of crime, as celebrated on Sept 15th 2025.  
In his homily, for the Jubilee of Consolation, Pope Leo XIV urged us to safeguard the vulnerable with tenderness and to overcome pain with forgiveness, not violence.  His homily was preceded by testimonies of victims of crime which included that of Lucia Di Mauro, an Italian woman whose husband was murdered by a group of young men but who, with God’s grace, was able to forgive and help one of them recover.  Pope Leo reflecting on the testimonies given stated that they conveyed the certainty that “where pain is deep, even stronger must be the hope born of communion” — a hope that “never disappoints” in accord with the Jubilee 2025 theme of Hope.  He added, “we have heard a truth: that pain must not give rise to violence, and that violence never has the final say, for it is conquered by a love that knows how to forgive."  In inviting us to forgive hurt done to us, Pope Leo stated, "The violence suffered cannot be erased, but forgiveness granted to those who offend us is a foretaste of the kingdom of God on earth."  That is our calling as we celebrate the Jubilee of Prisoners.
The Jubilee Year, the Jubilee for Prisoners helps us to find hope in God’s love for us, as victims of crime or as those convicted of crimes.  In celebrating the Jubilee of Prisoners, we find hope in steadfast, faith-filled advocacy to improve prison conditions, in supporting the rights of the victims of crime, and ensuring rehabilitation of those in prison and their reintegration into society.  We pray in hope for {you} those in prison that in the spirit of our 2nd Rd. from St James that {you} they may be patient in waiting for the coming of the Lord which may be happening as [you] they wait for [your] their release from prison.  It is a hope expressed by Pope Leo XIV who said, "Ultimately, this is hope: knowing that even if we fail, God will never fail us. Even if we betray him, he never stops loving us. And if we allow ourselves to be touched by this love – humble, wounded, but always faithful – then we can truly be reborn."[footnoteRef:4]  In the words of Fr Greg Boyle’s mother, God is saying to us, “You’re here! You’re here!”    In this Jubilee of Prisoners, we are invited to respond to God’s love for us by opening a door to God’s love and mercy, healing and forgiveness for each other, especially for [you] those in prison. [4:  Pope Leo XIV, General Audience, August 13th 2025.] 
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