Fr. Declan Hurley, Chair of the National Synodal Team, offers this reflection on the joy to which we are called on this Third Sunday of Advent

Inniu, an triú Domhnach in am na hAidbhinte, agus dar ndóigh, tugtar ar an Domhnach seo GAUDETE – ‘sé sin, briathar laidineach atá mar ordú, agus a chialaíonn: bíodh lúcháir oraibh!
Is ait an rud é ordú a thabhairt chun lúcháir a dhéanamh!  Dá mba rud é go raibh duine éigin buartha, nó uaigneach, nó scanraithe – ní déarfá leis: bíodh lúcháir ort!  Ach mar sin féin, sin é an t-ordú a thugtar dúinn ag tús an Aifrinn inniu:
Bíodh lúcháir oraibh, mar ní fada uainn an Tiarna!
‘Sea, táimid ag súil go mór le chéiliúradh na Nollag, agus ní fada uainn anois é.  Iarrtar orainn ‘sna laethanta seo bheith meidhreach agus spraíúil, ach iarrann Briathar Dé orainn ‘sna laethanta seo bheith sa lúcháir!  Agus cad is cúis leis an lúcháir seo?  ‘Sé is cúis ná go bhfuil Dia tar éis teacht insteach inár saol chun muid a shlánú.  Agus ós rud é go bhfuilimid baiste, is féidir linn an slánú sin a glacadh anois, agus go deo.  
GAUDETE!

Today is the third Sunday of Advent, and of course this Sunday is known as GAUDETE Sunday – it’s a Latin verb in the imperative, an order, and it means: Rejoice! Or be joyful!
It seems strange to give an order to be joyful.  If someone was upset, or lonely, or afraid, you wouldn’t say to them: Be joyful!  And yet, that is precisely the order given to us at the beginning of Mass today:
Rejoice!  The Lord is near!
Yes, we are looking forward to the celebration of Christmas, and it is indeed near.  We are asked these days to be merry and happy, but the Word of God asks us in these days to be joyful.  And what is the reason for this joy?  The reason is that God has come into our lives to save us.  And because we are baptised, we can partake in that salvation, now, and forever.
GAUDETE!
