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Pontifical Irish CollegePontifical Irish College

The Pontifical Irish College will serve as aThe Pontifical Irish College will serve as a
place of place of welcome and hospitalitywelcome and hospitality to all Irish to all Irish
Pilgrims throughout the Jubilee of Youth. Pilgrims throughout the Jubilee of Youth. InIn
particular, it will host the particular, it will host the Irish Pilgrims’Irish Pilgrims’
gathering gathering on Thursday evening and serve ason Thursday evening and serve as
the “First Station” on the Way of the Cross onthe “First Station” on the Way of the Cross on
Friday evening.Friday evening.

Established in 1628, the Irish College continuesEstablished in 1628, the Irish College continues
to serve as a house of formation for threeto serve as a house of formation for three
communities of Clergy, Seminarians andcommunities of Clergy, Seminarians and
Laity. It is located in between the ColosseumLaity. It is located in between the Colosseum
and the basilica of St. John Lateran.and the basilica of St. John Lateran.

Address: Address: Via dei SS. Quattro, 1, 00184Via dei SS. Quattro, 1, 00184 RM RM

Instituto Santa MariaInstituto Santa Maria

The Church of Instituto Santa Maria will serveThe Church of Instituto Santa Maria will serve
as the as the Centre of CatechesisCentre of Catechesis for Irish pilgrims for Irish pilgrims
during the Jubilee of Youth.during the Jubilee of Youth.  

All Jubilee Pilgrims from Ireland are invited toAll Jubilee Pilgrims from Ireland are invited to
take part in the morning catechesis sessionstake part in the morning catechesis sessions
that will be followed by the celebration of thethat will be followed by the celebration of the
Eucharist.Eucharist.

Instituto Santa Maria is an internationalInstituto Santa Maria is an international
school located near school located near Manzoni metro stationManzoni metro station
which serves all stations on thewhich serves all stations on the A Line metro. A Line metro.

Address: Address: Viale Manzoni, 5, 00185 RMViale Manzoni, 5, 00185 RM

https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x132f83c376f9c98b:0x4456760d7fdb2c8c?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjykq3ly4yNAxUI-AIHHU7_GoYQh-wKegQIEhAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istitutosantamaria.com%2Fsettori-istituto-santa-maria%2Flicei%2Fliceo-scientifico-sportivo-14%2F&usg=AOvVaw1ee16Re_YkO33nb62aQRmo&opi=89978449


The Way of the Cross
Friday 1  Augustst

Irish Pilgrims Evening Event
Thursday 31  Julyst

Pray the Stations of the
Cross through the streets
of Rome, beginning at the
Pontifical Irish College and
concluding at the Basilica
of Santa Croce, home to
the relic of the True Cross.

All Irish pilgrims are invited
to take part in this time of
prayer and reflection.

Time: 5:00PM

Location: Pontifical Irish College

Gather with fellow Pilgrims
for an evening of
fellowship, hospitality and
prayer led by Bishop
Fintan Gavin from the
Cork & Ross Diocese.

Join us afterwards for a
heartwarming outdoor
concert featuring
Christian artist Sarah
Kroger.

Time: 6:00PM

Location: Pontifical Irish College



Moment of Prayer
Catechesis
Holy Mass

Time:
 09:30AM
-12:30PM 

Venue:
 Instituto 

Santa Maria

Wednesday 30  Julyth

Bishop Robert Barron

“Light Up Your Life: Finding
Meaning in the Flame of Hope" 

Guest Speaker:

Theme: Hope

Bishop Robert Barron
is on a mission to set
hearts and minds on
fire with the beauty
and truth of the
Catholic faith.

Through Word on Fire
Catholic Ministries, he
has built a digital
empire inspiring faith
and curiosity to
millions of people
around the globe.



Moment of Prayer
Catechesis
Holy Mass

Time:
 09:30AM
-12:30PM 

Venue:
 Instituto 

Santa Maria

Guest Speaker:

Sister Mary Grace

Thursday 31  Julyst

“Game Plan for the Soul: 
How Faith Sets the Stage

for Lasting Hope”

Theme: Faith

Once on the cusp of
representing Australia as a
Rugby athlete, Sister Mary
Grace experienced a life-
changing moment when
she embraced a deeper
calling.

Today, she uses her
compelling online
presence to spark
authentic conversations
about faith, purpose, and
the inherent beauty of
every human life.



Moment of Prayer
Catechesis
Holy Mass

Time:
 09:30AM
-12:30PM 

Venue:
 Instituto 

Santa Maria

Friday 1  Augustst

Guest Speaker:

Bishop Alan McGuckian

Theme: Charity

"The Heart of the Cross:
Reconciliation Through

Charity”

Rooted in the Jesuit
tradition, Bishop Alan has
been leading the way
with digital
evangelisation since the
creation of the ‘Sacred
Space’ website in 1999.

His Episcopal motto "God
instills in you both the
desire and the drive to
act" captures the
invitation to follow God's
call not only in thought,
but also in action.



#HOPE #DÓCHAS

Pilgrims of 
hope
Diocesan & Youth Leaders Guide

Jubilee of Youth 2025

 



2



The logo shows four stylized figures, representing all of humanity, coming from
the four corners of the earth. They embrace each other to indicate the
solidarity and fraternity which should unite all peoples. The figure at the front is
holding onto the cross. It is not only the sign of the faith which this lead figure
embraces, but also of hope, which can never be abandoned, because we are
always in need of hope, especially in our moments of greatest need. 

There are the rough waves under the figures, symbolising the fact that life’s
pilgrimage does not always go smoothly in calm waters. Often the
circumstances of daily life and events in the wider world require a greater call
to hope. 

That’s why we should pay special attention to the lower part of the cross which
has been elongated and turned into the shape of an anchor which is let down
into the waves. The anchor is well known as a symbol of hope. In maritime
jargon the ‘anchor of hope’ refers to the reserve anchor used by vessels
involved in emergency manoeuvres to stabilise the ship during storms. 

It is worth noting that the image illustrates the pilgrim’s journey not as an
individual undertaking, but rather as something communal, marked by an
increasing dynamism leading one ever closer to the cross. 

The cross in the logo is by no means static, but it is also dynamic. It bends
down towards humanity, not leaving human beings alone, but stretching out to
them to offer the certainty of its presence and the security of hope. At the
bottom of the logo is the motto of the 2025 Jubilee Year: Peregrinantes in Spem
(Pilgrims in hope), represented in green letters.
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The name “Jubilee” comes from the instrument used to mark its launch. In this
case, the instrument in question is the yobel, the ram's horn, used to proclaim
the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). This Jewish holiday occurs every year,
but it takes on special significance when it marks the beginning of a Jubilee
year. We can find an early indication of it in the Bible: a Jubilee year was to be
marked every 50 years, since this would be an “extra” year, one which would
happen every seven weeks of seven years, i.e., every 49 years (cf. Leviticus
25:8-13). Even though it wasn’t easy to organise, it was intended to be marked
as a time to re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another,
and with all of creation, and involved the forgiveness of debts, the return of
misappropriated land, and a fallow period for the fields.

In 1300, Pope Boniface VIII called the first Jubilee, also known as a “Holy Year,”
since it is a time in which God's holiness transforms us. The frequency of Holy
Years has changed over time: at first, they were celebrated every 100 years;
later, in 1343 Pope Clement VI reduced the gap between Jubilees to every 50
years, and in 1470 Pope Paul II made it every 25 years. 

In 2015 Pope Francis proclaimed the Year of Mercy as an ‘extraordinary’
jubilee. The way in which Jubilee Years are marked has also changed through
the centuries: originally the Holy Year consisted of a pilgrimage to the Roman
Basilicas of St. Peter and St. Paul, later other signs were added, such as the
Holy Door. By participating in the Holy Year, one is granted a plenary
indulgence.
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A Jubilee Year is an exciting time of grace,
renewal, and encounter. For Irish pilgrims,
the Youth Jubilee in Rome offers a unique
opportunity to walk together in faith, to be
inspired by the universal Church, and to
reflect deeply on the theme of HOPE.

An exciting programme of events has
been prepared especially for Irish pilgrims,
including:

Catechesis and testimony from
dynamic speakers
Daily Mass in the centre of Rome
A powerful Way of the Cross through
the streets of Rome
Opportunities for prayer, reconciliation,
and personal reflection
Joyful moments of fellowship, music,
and celebration with other young
people from across Ireland

We are honoured to welcome inspiring
speakers such as Bishop Robert Barron, Sr
Mary Grace, and Bishop Alan McGuckian,
who will guide our catechesis sessions on
this journey of faith and hope.
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The Church of Instituto Santa Maria will
serve as the Centre of Catechesis for
Irish pilgrims during the Jubilee of Youth. 

All Jubilee Pilgrims from Ireland are
invited to take part in the morning
catechesis sessions that will be followed
by the celebration of the Eucharist.

Instituto Santa Maria is an international
school located near Manzoni metro
station which serves all stations on the A
Line metro.

Address: Viale Manzoni, 5, 00185 RM

The Pontifical Irish College will serve as a
place of welcome and hospitality to all
Irish Pilgrims throughout the Jubilee of
Youth. In particular it will host the ‘Irish
Pilgrims’ gathering’ on the Thursday
evening of the pilgrimage and serve as the
‘first station’ on the Way of the Cross on
Friday evening. 

Established in 1628, the Irish College
continues to serve as a house of formation
for three communities of Clergy,
Seminarians and Laity. It is located in
between the Colosseum and the basilica of
St. John Lateran.

Address: Via dei SS. Quattro, 1, 00184 RM
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Gather with fellow Pilgrims for an
evening of fellowship, hospitality and
prayer led by Bishop Fintan Gavin from
the Cork & Ross Diocese.

Join us afterwards for a heartwarming
outdoor concert featuring Christian
artist Sarah Kroger.

Date: Thursday 31  Julyst

Time: 6.00PM
Location: Pontifical Irish College 

Pray the Stations of the Cross through
the streets of Rome, beginning at the
Pontifical Irish College and concluding
at the Basilica of Santa Croce, home to
the relic of the True Cross.

All Irish pilgrims are invited to take part
in this time of prayer and reflection.

Time: 5.00PM

Meeting Point: Pontifical Irish College
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GROUP REFLECTION SESSIONS

Host at least one or two pre-trip gatherings exploring the theme of
HOPE. Watch the Youth Jubilee video & reflect on the participants
hopes and aspirations for the pilgrimage as well the question: “As a
young person of faith in Ireland today, what gives you hope?”
Brief your group on the meaning of a Jubilee Year in the Church and
the significance of pilgrimage.

PRAYER COMMITMENTS

Invite each pilgrim to begin a new ‘Jubilee prayer habit’ to prepare for
pilgrimage (e.g., journaling, scripture reading, morning prayer).

RECONCILIATION & MASS

Arrange for your group to attend confession and Mass together in the
parish before departure.
‘Present’ the group at Mass to parishioners and ask parishioners to
pray for the success of their pilgrimage.

INTENTION LIST

Invite participants to collect intentions from friends, family, or parish
communities to bring them in prayer on pilgrimage.
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A series of catechetical reels has been
produced, highlighting the four Papal
Basilicas of Rome along with the
Baptistry of St. John Lateran.

We invite you to watch them together
with your group and discuss the
theological & historical significance of
each site in preparation for your
pilgrimage.

Below is a series of suggestions to guide
your reflection and discussions.  

A special Jubilee of Youth video for Irish pilgrims has been created, outlining our
pilgrimage programme and inviting reflection on the central question:

"What gives you hope?"

We invite you to watch it together with your group, take time to reflect on the
message, and encourage conversation on this powerful question.

Jubilee of Youth - Irish Pilgrim Video 2025
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ST. PETER’S BASILICA 
“Before you were not a people, but now you are God’s People” (1 Peter 2:10)

 Reflection
As we prepare to visit St. Peter’s Basilica, how can this place help us feel the
reality of being part of God’s people?

→ Encourage anticipation of awe, unity with the global Church, and reverence
for sacred tradition.

ST. MARY MAJOR
“Our God took flesh through the ‘Yes’ of Mary.”

Reflection
What moments in your life have called for a ‘Yes’ to God, even if it was hard?

→ Encourage personal sharing on moments of faith, surrender, or obedience.

ST. JOHN LATERAN
“The Church is not bound by time or empire, but rooted in Christ.”

Reflection
How does the global Church show unity without uniformity?

→ Discuss how diverse cultures, languages, and customs all express one faith
through the universal Church.

ST PAUL OUTSIDE THE WALLS
“There is neither slave, nor free, all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)

Reflection
What does it mean to be ‘one in Christ Jesus’?

→ Explore how baptism unites all believers into one Body, despite differences in
background or status.
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From a symbolic viewpoint, the Holy Door takes on a special significance: it is
the most powerful sign of the Jubilee, since the ultimate aim of the pilgrim is to
pass through it. The opening of the door by the Pope constitutes the official
beginning of the Holy Year. 

In crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, the pilgrim is reminded of the
passage from St John’s gospel: “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will
be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” Passing through the Holy
Door expresses the decision to follow and be guided by Jesus, who is the Good
Shepherd. 

For the Christian community, a church is not only a sacred space, to be
approached with respect, with appropriate behavior and dress code, but it is a
symbol of the communion that binds every believer to Christ: it is a place of
encounter and dialogue, of reconciliation and peace which awaits every
pilgrim, the Church is essentially the place of the community of the faithful.

In Rome, this experience takes on a special significance because of the special
links between the Eternal City and Saints Peter and Paul, the apostles who
founded the Christian community in Rome and whose teachings and example
are models for the universal Church. 
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Valid Passport

Ensure all passports are valid for at least 6 months beyond the travel
dates.

Health Insurance / EHIC Card

Make sure all participants have a European Health Insurance Card
and any required medical documentation.

Emergency Contact Info Sheet

Collect and distribute emergency numbers, group leader info, and
embassy contacts.

Pack Light & Smart

Essentials: walking shoes, modest clothing for churches, reusable
water bottle, power adapter, sun cream. 

Group Identity Items

Consider custom t-shirts, lanyards, or badges for safety and unity.

WhatsApp Group

Set up a digital communication plan for coordination during the trip.

15



16


	Irish Jubilee of Youth Programme - Digital Version_Final tri-fold.pdf
	Jubilee Of Youth Pilgrimage Leaders Guide_Final (002).pdf

