
Homily Notes on

The Cry of the Earth: A Call to Action for Climate Justice
Concern for the poor and for God’s earth have been central themes of the Petrine ministry of Pope Francis.  As Cardinal Brady points out in his foreword to The Cry of the Earth, Pope Francis addressed the issue quite comprehensively in his first homily.  He addressed Christians and all people of goodwill when he said: 

"Let us protect Christ in our lives, so that we can protect others, so that we can protect creation. The vocation of being a protector, however, is not just something involving us Christians alone; it also has a prior dimension which is simply human, involving everyone. It means protecting all creation; the beauty of the created world as the Book of Genesis and as Saint Francis of Assisi showed us. In the end, everything has been entrusted to our protection. Be protectors of God's gifts. I would like to ask all those who have positions of responsibility in economic, political and social life, and all men and women of goodwill: let us be 'protectors' of creation, ‘protectors’ of God's plan inscribed in nature; ‘protectors’ of one another and of the environment. Let us not allow omens of destruction of earth to accompany the advance of this world!"

Pope Francis continues to speak out frequently about the destruction of God’s creation. On 26 July 2014, he celebrated Mass in Caserta, a town about 130 miles south of Rome.  The area around Caserta is known in Italy as the "terra dei fuochi" (land of fires) because of the fires illegally set to burn garbage, including toxic waste. Acres of once fertile farmland in the area are now too polluted to use for agriculture and residents report higher than normal cancer rates. Pope Francis told the residents that if they are going to call themselves Christian, then they should demonstrate this by loving one another and "making a commitment to safeguard their life and their health, including by respecting the environment and nature."

Climate change is the theme of The Cry of the Earth: A Call to Action for Climate Justice, which is a pastoral reflection by the Irish bishops on one of the most serious issues facing humankind and many of the other creatures that inhabit our planet. 

In the introduction (page 7) there are extensive quotations from two recent popes, Saint John Paul II and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI calling on humankind to protect God’s creation and challenging Christians to adopt lifestyles which respect creation. 
Part I sets out the science of climate change and its consequences which are already being felt right across the globe. The document makes it clear that the vast majority of climate scientists and particularly those involved with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) are convinced that climate change is happening as a result of human activity, especially the burning of fossil fuel which releases carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  The homilist can point out that the science behind climate change is as robust as the science which links lung cancer to cigarette smoking.  
Part II presents the Christian Response to the Challenge of Climate Change. The Gospel of Jesus has always challenged Christians to respond to the plight of the poor.  Catholic Social Teaching emerged in a more systematic way after the publication of Rerum Novarum by Pope Leo XIII in 1891.  Since then successive popes have written encyclicals on a variety of social, economic and political issues which have an impact on the lives of people.  Papal teaching on the environment is in continuity with this teaching and can be found in a summary way in chapter 10 of the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. 
Part II also provides a biblical and theological underpinning for the invitation to Irish Catholics to begin to take climate change more seriously.  The text outlines a Trinitarian approach to God’s creation and calls particular attention to the role of the Holy Spirit as the “Lord and giver of Life.”  Towards the end of Part II the document focuses on a number of key ethical principles which include the notion of the Common Good, the Universal Destination of the Goods of the Earth, the call to Solidarity with the victims of climate change and the demands of both Distributive Justice and of Intergenerational Justice.  On page 25 the document challenges the Irish government to support international commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to include serious mitigation measures in the climate change legislation which is now going through the Oireachtas.  The document considers that the current draft of the bill is quite inadequate.   
Ireland has a proud missionary and development record in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  Missionaries and agencies such as Trócaire are very aware that climate change is already making life miserable for millions of people on these continents. 
The document ends by assuring us that there is hope, but that the issues needs to be tackled immediately.   The homilist might call attention to two events which will take place in the second half of 2014. The first is the meeting on climate change for heads of state in New York organized by the Secretary General of the United Nations Ban Ki Moon in September 2014, and the second is the UN Framework Convention (UNFCCC) which will meet in Lima in December 2014. 
The document makes a number of practical suggestions to heighten awareness of the importance of tackling climate change.   Parishes are encouraged to set up study groups in order to become more familiar with how to address climate change and how to communicate these concerns to politicians. The document suggests that parishes might undertake “an environmental audit” to ascertain how the burning of fossil fuel might be reduced in both the Church compound and also among the faithful in the parish.  There is also a suggestion that parishes might create an eco-space or ‘Garden of Eden’ so that people might enjoy the beauty of creation and learn to contemplate God’s creation. 

The parish team should try to involve younger people disseminating information about climate change in the parish.
Resources for parishioners and schools are available on www.catholicbishops.ie and www.trocaire.org.
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