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“Catholic Schools: Christ’s living body active in our world”

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2012 is “Catholic Schools: Christ’s living
body active in our world.” The theme is taken from the anthem of the 50th In-
ternational Eucharistic Congress, Though we Are Many - (Bernard Sexton),
and reflects the overall theme of the Eucharistic Congress - “The Eucharist:
Communion with Christ and with one another.”

Verse 3 of the Anthem:

“And through this shared Eucharist we are a living Church.
We witness to Christ’s love
His living body active in our world.”

For 2012 Catholic Schools Week reflects on the school as a community having
as its goal the full development of the pupil.

Catholic schools consist of pupils, staff members, parents, school management
and patrons. They form a vital part of the local community. The proverb says “it
takes a whole village to rear a child” and in its own way each school mirrors the
local community in its nurturing concern for its pupils. Share the Good News,
the national directory for catechesis, sets out the place of the school in the local
context. The school and its teachers support parents and their parish in the
Christian initiation of children.

When the Catholic school community celebrate Mass
they partake of the body of the Lord by participating
in the elements of the liturgy.

Truly the school is taken up into communion with
Christ and all members of the school community
with one another. “Because the bread is one, we
though many, are one body, all of us who partake of
the one bread” (1 Cor. 10:17). This is also reflected in
Share the Good News (147) in its faith development
objectives for Catholic schools. In this way all of us
are made members of His Body, (1 Cor 12:27) “but
severally members one of another”. Rom. 12:5.

“Because the bread
is one, we though
many, are one body”

Time and again
attention is drawn to
the identity of the
Church as the living
body of Christ.

The school communi-
ty is made up of
people who form
part of each other as
the limbs of a body.

The Catholic school
community, at a
crucial time in the
lives of young people
, is for them the local
Church making
Christ present in
new and unexpected
ways but especially
by being caring.

So the mission of all
is to be witnesses
and ambassadors of
the love of Christ in
the world. (LG. §7,8;
Eph6:20)“Catholic
Schools: Christ’s
living body active in
our world.”

“Catholic Schools: Christ’s living body active in our world.”
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Launch of Catholic Schools Week 2012

An All-Ireland launch of CSW 2012 will take place in St. Mary’s|
College, Dundalk, Archdiocese of Armagh, on Thursday 26th January

2012. Founded in 1861, St Mary's College is a Catholic co-educational

secondary school located on an 11 acre site in the heart of Dundalk. [ ——
Under the trusteeship of the Marist Fathers and guided by Mary’s

| | vision of service, St. Mary’s College caters for the educational welfare
|| of over 650 students.
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