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The ICPO 
It is estimated that at any one time, there 
are up to 1000 Irish people in prison over-
seas. The ICPO has contact with Irish peo-
ple in prisons in more than twenty coun-
tries, the majority of whom are in the UK 
followed by the US, Australia and a range 
of countries in Europe, South and Central 
America, the Far East and Africa. 

In 1985 the bishops saw that the problems 
of emigrants who get into trouble with the 
law required specialised attention.  They 
decided to set up, as a sub-section of their 
Emigrants’ Commission, the Irish Commis-
sion for Prisoners Overseas (ICPO). 

The ICPO works for all Irish prisoners 
wherever they are:  it makes no distinction 
in terms of religious faith, the nature of the 
prison conviction, or of a prisoner’s status. 

The objectives of the ICPO are to: 

· Identify and respond to the needs of 
Irish prisoners abroad, and their fami-
lies. 

· Research and provide relevant informa-
tion to prisoners on issues such as de-
portation, repatriation and transfer. 

· Focus public attention on issues affect-
ing Irish prisoners (ill-treatment, racist 
abuse, etc) 

· Engage in practical work in aid of jus-
tice and human rights for Irish migrants, 
refugees and prisoners at an interna-
tional level. 

 

STAFF 

Maynooth 

Gráinne Prior, Catherine Jackson,  
Sr. Anne Sheehy  
London 

Fr Gerry McFlynn , Gabriel Payne ,  
Liz Power & Breda Power 
 

Volunteers 

Maynooth: Sr Agnes Hunt,  Eileen Boyle , 
Joan O’Cléirigh. 
 
London: Sr Maureen McNally, Sr Cecelia 
Snape, Rev Stephen McKenna. 

ICPO is a registered charity with cove-
nanted tax status under its parent body the 
IECE.  UK: 280742  Ireland: 8503 

Views expressed in ‘ICPO News’ are the 
author’s own and not necessarily those of 
the ICPO 

How we may be contacted: 

ICPO, Columba Centre 

Maynooth, Co. Kildare, Ireland 

Tel: 01-505-3156  Fax: 01-601-6401 

Email: icpo@iecon.ie 

ICPO, 50-52 Camden Square 

London NW1 9XB 

Tel: 0207-482-4148  Fax: 0207-482-4815 

Email: icpolondon@hotmail.com 
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Current Caseload 30th April 2008 

Total No. of Prisoners           426 Male:       414 
Female:     12 

United Kingdom                   357 Rest of World            69 

1st May 2007 to 30th April 2008 

New Cases          134   United Kingdom: 105 Rest of World:  29 

Cases closed       158   United Kingdom: 133 Rest of World:  26 

Prisoners Moved   95   United Kingdom:  82 Rest of World:  13 
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Brush up on your Irish  with Mícheál O’Cearbhaill 

���������	�
�	���������	�
�	���������	�
�	���������	�
�	 ����
Des Bishop came to Ireland from New York when he was 14 years of age.   

After becoming a successful comedian he decided to spend a year learning Irish 
in the Connemara Gaeltacht.   He now does gigs ‘as Gaeilge’ and his rap ‘Léim 
Thart’ is very popular.  This is a translation of ‘Jump Around’ by the rap group 
House of Pain. It doesn’t make much sense but the Irish is ‘togha’ (pronounced 

tow, rhyming with now) which means first-class.    
Here is part of it. 
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Slán tamall (slawn tom-ull)         Goodbye for now 
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