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Today we mark Cardinal Sean Brady’s elevation to the Sacred College of Cardinals by the Holy Father. It is an historic and a very happy occasion, a cause for great celebration. As Cardinal of All Ireland he is the first to become Cardinal at a wonderful grace-filled moment in Irish history when there is a confluence of peace and prosperity and a new mood of partnership within Northern Ireland and between North and South. 


As Archbishop of Armagh for more than ten years, Sean Brady has invested much of himself, his values and his vision through these changing times. He has known days of inconsolable grief and days of miraculous hope. His pastoral skills, his strong empathy and his solid faith have all been tested day in and day out in that cockpit - some might even say bear pit role. That he has been a source of strength and comfort, a friend and guide to so many people was evident from the widespread sheer excitement and delight that greeted the news of his elevation. 


Cardinal Brady is now entrusted with an expanded role in the universal Church. The personal honour to him is richly deserved, the honour to Ireland is warmly welcomed. It fits perfectly with the mood of optimism and confidence that underpins the work of reconciliation today. In Ireland we have been privileged after much suffering to see hearts soften, to see perspectives change, to see old enemies find the good and bring out the best in one another. Cardinal Brady has always believed such things possible even against huge walls of scepticism. He has been proved right. 


Now he joins that small and elite group of little more than a hundred men who are specially chosen from among millions world wide to assist and advise the Pope in his task of caring for the universal church. When the humble and self-effacing pastor Sean Brady first came to Rome many years ago he scarcely imagined a day like this. Others who admired and respected him dared to hope for such a day. Many of them, like myself first got to know our new cardinal here in the Pontifical Irish College where he did such outstanding work as vice rector and rector.
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Today the College is flourishing under the direction of Monsignor Liam Bergin and it is wonderful to see how well it is looking thanks in part to the support of the Irish Government, for this College is of course an essential part of the cultural and religious patrimony of the Irish people. Just as the College has had a makeover, so Church-State relations have also had a makeover with the new structured dialogue between the Government and the Churches, an innovation warmly welcomed by Pope Benedict XVI. I have no doubt that our new cardinal will be a key player in that dialogue and will help navigate Ireland safely through these heady days. 


The elevation today of a third Irish Cardinal is a historic achievement for Ireland. Cardinal Brady joins the distinguished company of Cardinal Cahal Daly and Cardinal Desmond Connell. Those of us who are privileged to be here in Rome, joining so many of the Irish hierarchy and Sean’s family and friends, we know we are witnesses to something unique and heart-warming. It truly is a proud day for the entire island of Ireland and I am sure it gives Sean great reassurance as it does all of us to be joined by such a marvellous North-South gathering especially by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dermot Ahern, Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness who is representing the Northern Executive, Secretary of State Shaun Woodward and Minister of State Paul Goggins from the Northern Ireland Office. 


As Sean Brady takes his place in the College of Cardinals he takes with him the good wishes of people of all politics and persuasions. Confident in his remarkable combination of intellectual and personal strengths we wish our new Cardinal, Cardinal Sean, every fulfilment in his new and important role. May God guide him and comfort him in the years to come. Go mbeidh Dia ann gach lá ag cabhrü leis in a ghnó.

